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This manuscript describes observations and analysis of lake drainage events of
periglacial lakes in East Antarctica. While the topic is highly interesting due to several reasons (e.g. relation to climatic variations, effect on the local environment), the
manuscript severely lacks in clarity, scientific confirmability and valid conclusions.
The structure of the manuscript is rather unclear with information about the lakes, their
setting, geometry and environmental conditions spread across different sections. Data
are not clearly presented (e.g. no information about the bathymetry tracks across the
lakes), figures miss important information (e.g. locations of the drainage channels)
and the presentation of the results is spread over the text without a concise summary
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(structured tables would probably help a lot to show the main findings instead of long
sentences filled with numbers).
The modelling approach is not presented at all. Instead there is only a reference to the
relevant paper. There needs to be at least a short presentation of the physical basis,
the assumptions taken and the restrictions of the model. Otherwise, the results cannot
be evaluated with respect to their reliability.
Also, relevant literature to ice dam failures and drainage are not found in the manuscript
(see some examples below). Even though the observations are rather valuable and
there is a large potential for obtaining more insights into such type of failures, the
conclusions are rather weak and do not exploit the wealth of information which could
be deducted from a thorough analysis.
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