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We thank the reviewer for their review, and for their positive words about our paper. We
decided to submit to NHESS because we felt the community and readership would be very
interested to learn about our new research and our derived global finding on river deltas:
of the deltas in our database, we find that 19% of their habitable area is confined within
flood-protection levees. At the same time, we decided against including substantial new
derived analyses in this manuscript because we felt it would mask the major contribution
that is the openDELVE database itself. Instead, we provide database statistics and
extensive methodology and focus the manuscript on a single message: openDelve. We
fully agree that a decision about our manuscript at NHESS is ultimately then an editorial
one.
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