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I think that Malcolm makes valid points on aspects of language that can give the wrong
impression or appear to misrepresent the "facts of the case", and I did notice these on my
first reading as well.  There is no doubt that Abragam went astray in his treatment,
something I knew of very early on in graduate school.  Abragam does appear to be the
first to suggest iterating the differential equation for the density matrix and that is an
improvement, very clearly recognized for anyone who took the time to slog through the
details of the second order approach to the solutions of the equations of motion as was
done in the early treatments by Bloch, Hubbard and Redfield.  The exposition offered here
does obscure the fact that Abragam missed the significance of Bloch and that Redfield only
addressed the proper approach in his much later Advances in Magnetic Resonance article,
wherein he acknowleges the influence of Bloch.

That Bloch "got it right" from the beginning always intiqued me.  It was only while I was
working things out for my effort that I learned about a very early use of what is
essentially a Lindblad approach by Landau, as revealed in the historical review by
Chrusinski and Pascazio on the GKLS equation.  Now, one has to appreciate that Bloch
was there, if not at the very beginning, but certainly very early on in the applications of
the new quantum mechanics and I get the sense that Bloch knew about Landau's paper,
and of the form he used, and that Bloch was guided by this result of Landau.  As this
paper currently reads, it does appear to confuse the issue of the significance of the
contribution by Bloch.
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