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It has become clear through our discussions that we do need to work on further clarifying
and justifying the choice of explanatory variables used in the exploratory statistical
analysis, the sources of data used for model development, and the sources of data that
would be used in any operational forecasting. As well as improving the text, we will have a
think about adding a little conceptual figure early in the methods Section to illustrate
these points better.

Otherwise, we think the reviewer's suggestion of adding in a comparison of the differences
and pros/cons of GBN vs MLR is a good one. Although a comparison of actual predicive
performance would also be interesting, we feel like this is outside the scope of the paper,
unless the reviewer (and perhaps Editor) feel strongly that it is needed? However, we
could certainly add a section comparing the two approaches, probably to the Discussion.
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