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Review of the manuscript "A database of marine macronutrient, temperature and salinity
measurements made around the highly productive island of South Georgia, the Scotia Sea
and the Antarctic Peninsula between 1980–2009" by Whitehouse et al.

The manuscript compiles macronutrient data in a region of high importance for the
understanding of natural effects and climate change on physical, chemical and biological
processes in the Southern Ocean, and the relevance of making these unique data available
for use by the scientific community is appreciated.

I strongly agree with the publication of this robust dataset, however, I see that the
authors could extract some more information from the compiled data before final
publication, so that the scientific community can benefit even more.

In this sense, I missed a descriptive section on the macronutrients of the study region. I
suggest the authors explore the TS-[nutrients] charts. And also, if possible, create
climatological maps of these parameters, so that the scientific community (observers and
modelers) can use a derived product for verifications, assessments and validations of
models and/or other derived datasets (buoys etc.). Some good examples in ESSD can be
found at: https://doi.org/10.5194/essd-8-15-2016;
https://doi.org/10.5194/essd-13-671-2021. I understand that there may be temporal and
spatial constraints to this approach, but from the information reported, at least the area
around South Georgia Island for the summer period (DJF or JFM) could be considered.

Finally, the manuscript is well written and concise and have relevant figures/tables. The
references are up-to-date. Thus, I think that the manuscript is worth of publication after a
round of major review, focusing on the above comments/suggestions.
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