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This ESSD manuscript provides a complete description of the TropSOC V1.0 database,
which is to my knowledge the most detailed collection of measurements focusing on
tropical central Africa. Measurement methods are well described and cited, and the
database structure is also clearly explained. Many of these measurements would be
directly useful to researchers working in the region, or who would conduct larger-scale
synthesis or modeling studies. The data files are well structured with good meta-data and
therefore I would recommend ESSD to publish this manuscript.

If I had one recommendation for future versions of TropSOC, it would be that elemental
analysis of plant tissues would be useful to modelers as a complement to the growth and
biomass measurements, such as the %C and N of litter and root biomass, for example.
The elemental analysis of soil and parent material is impressive, and I understand that
soils are the main focus of the current study.

Minor edits:

L121-122: Seemed like you meant to say “a decrease in biomass productivity”. The
second half of this sentence is a little hard to understand – negative like lower activity?

L159-163: This sentence is a bit unwieldy – can it be condensed or broken into two
sentences?

L280: Typo “Overview of plots”



L496: Typo “were used for yet more detailed”

Typo in PDF of “252_microbiology.pdf” (the .csv is all good): plot_ID and sample_ID
should be plotID and sampleID
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