
Earth Syst. Sci. Data Discuss., referee comment RC1
https://doi.org/10.5194/essd-2020-347-RC1, 2021
© Author(s) 2021. This work is distributed under
the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License.

Comment on essd-2020-347
José Antonio Oteros Moreno (Referee)

Referee comment on "Long-term phenological data set of multi-taxonomic groups,
agrarian activities, and abiotic parameters from Latvia, northern Europe" by Gunta
Kalvāne et al., Earth Syst. Sci. Data Discuss.,
https://doi.org/10.5194/essd-2020-347-RC1, 2021

I have revised the data publication entitled “Long-term phenological data set of multi-
taxonomic groups, agrarian activities and abiotic parameters from Latvia, northern
Europe” for journal Earth System Science Data.

The manuscript describes a phenological dataset from 1970 to 2018 in Latvia. I have
evaluated the quality of the manuscript, the quality of the data, the quality of the
presentation and the consistency of the data. I suggest accepting the manuscript.

 About the manuscript:

The manuscript is well written. All the parts in the correct extension and organized.

Abstract is well structured, well written and all components (introduction to problem,
objectives, method, results, conclusions) are clearly described. The data are properly
presented.

Introduction is well written, concise, purpose of the manuscript is clear and concisely
presented the data.

The methods are well described. Although the method follows a standard methodology,
already described by many authors.



The data are well described in results and the limitations stated.

 

 About the quality of the data:

The data presented here have extreme value. It covers 46977 observations following a
standardised methodology. All of them are georeferenced and, when possible, BBCH code
translated.

The quality of the database allows to find significant conclusions and to use the data in
many fields of knowledge. The next figure shows the advance in flowering dates of Birch
from the database, the top 1 airborne allergen in many countries:

 About the consistency of the data:



There has been applied an appropriate QC procedure, ensuring the quality of the data.

The manuscript describes properly the data and their limitations.

 About the presentation quality:

The presentation of the data is correct.

 Global conclusion:

I recommend the publication of the manuscript which provides a clear and useful
description of the valuable database.
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