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Thanks for the comment, which raises an important point. We think that it is difficult to
use terms that are defined by climatology. The period we are studying lies in the Little Ice
Age (1300–1850), which, however, stretches over centuries and is also subject to some
degree of criticism. Subperiods in the Little Ice Age, which are defined by climatic
parameters, do not exist. The reason is obvious because a definition with climate-relevant
parameters is difficult. Cold periods and warm periods are heterogeneous in terms of
locality and temporal occurrence as well as influenced by many factors. I.e. a temporal
limitation is difficult. Thus, there is another possibility to borrow or include a term from
another discipline. Strictly speaking, even using the term Middle Ages would be a
borrowed term, since it is not defined by climatic parameters in beginning and end. What
we want is simply to use a term that is known in our discipline and allows a quick
attribution for the reader. We want to use this term neutrally with respect to climate-
relevant parameters and will also correct the paper where it could lead to
misunderstandings, as well as state this explicitly. So, we want to keep the term and show
by the following list of publications that this term is already established.
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Furthermore, we will change the above-mentioned citation, which was actually not quoted
correctly by us.
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