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The two sites are part of the Global Ecosystem Monitoring (GEM) network, where the
standard site is a 1 hectare square (100 x 100 m), which “is considered an adequate size
to sample a range of trees (typically 500-800 trees > 10 cm dbh) and not be overly
influenced by individual tree gap dynamics, while also being a tractable area to sample at
high frequency” (Malhi et al. 2021).

 

Obviously, GEM protocol has some limitations, such as the associated uncertainties to the
multiple measurements/estimates that compose ecosystem carbon cycle. However, to
overpass this limitation, each of these uncertainties are accounted for by rigorous error
propagation during summation.

 

Finally, many different studies under the same protocol have largely contributed to our
understanding in carbon fluxes and stocks in different system, especially in the tropics
(Aragão et al. 2009; Doughty et al. 2014a, 2014b, 2015a, 2015b; Girardin et al. 2016;
Kho et al. 2013; Malhi et al. 2017; Moore et al. 2018, among others).

 

We will add to the main text: “However, it is important to note that our results are based
on two sites, and there may be potential misinterpretation due to any particularity of
these studied sites. Even though we examined the only Cerrado and Cerradão established
sites with intensive monthly data collection and monitoring, our findings would obviously
benefit from further testing with more savanna and transition forest sites.”
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