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How are main species defined quantitatively in this study? A count of 300 specimens
precisely finds species that constitute minimum 10% of the fauna (Patterson and Fishbein,
1989). If a study only applies species diversity, 250 specimens have been found to be
enough (Bouchet et al., 2012). The current study is based on relative abundances, and
the benthic foraminiferal fauna clearly consists of several species, hence at least 300
specimens should be counted from each size fraction to make data and conclusions
reliable (cf. Fatela and Taborda, 2002).
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