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The topic of the manuscript is interesting and the analysis of data is very useful. However,
the manuscript is too unfocussed and much too long. The reading was difficult for me
because a red line does not exist. One possibility would be to only focus on the oxygen
budget of the deep water of the Gulf of Riga and to compare the fluxes and inventories
from the observations with numerical model data. With the help of a model it would be
possible to disentangle the drivers of hypoxia and also to evaluate longer time series. As
the natural variability of the system is large, the short study period does not allow to
investigate statistically significant trends. Hence, a major revision of the manuscript is
needed. 
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